STANDISH, 


FEBRUARY,  1910. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wigan  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Animal  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  under  your  Authority  ■  for  the 
year  1909. 

Thanking  you  for  your  ready  assistance  in  matters  which 
tend  to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  districts  under  your 
control, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON,  M.D. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Institute  of 
Public  Health ; 

Member  of  Incorporated  Society 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
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Statistical  Summary  for  1909. 


0^/3 

Population  Census  1901 

,,  Estimated,  July,  1909 

7035 

Acreage  of  District 

11701 

Density  of  Population 

1.66  per  acre 

Births — Males 

87 

Females 

95 

182 

Deaths — Males 

40 

Females 

50 

' 

90 

Annual  Birth-rate 

25.87 

Annual  Death-rate 

11.94 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease 

5 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.70 

Deaths  in  Infants 

10 

Infantile  Death-rate 

54.9 

Illegitimate  Births 

5 

Illegitimate  Deaths 

2 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  FOR  LAST  THREE  YEARS. 
TABLE  L 


BIRTHS.  DEATHS 


No 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula¬ 
tion. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population. 

Infantile 

Death-rate 

per 

1,000  Births. 

ZjMTiotic 

Death- 

rate. 

Death-rate 

under 

5  J^ears. 

Death-rate 

over 

65  3'ears. 

1907.. 

.178 

26-10 

97 

14-23 

123-59 

1-17 

4-98 

4-25 

1908.. 

.168 

24-26 

115 

16-60 

107-14 

2-02 

4-33 

3-61 

1909.. 

.182 

25-87 

90 

12-79 

54-  9 

0-70 

•  1-13 

4-4 

TABLE  II.  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES,  AT  DEATH. 
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Births  are  more  numerous  by  14  than  in  the  previous  year; 
those  born  in  illegitimacy  being  one  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  female  births  exceeded  the  male  by  8. 

Deaths. — These  show  a  decrease  o4  31  in  comparison  with 
the  previous  year,  giving  the  very  low  rate  of  11.94.  There  were, 
however,  6  deaths  in  institutions  not  in  the  Rural  District,  but  in 
persons  belonging  to  the  district,  which  brings  the  total  death-rate 
to  12.79  ;  four,  occurring  in  the  Wigan  Workh  nsc  and  two  in 
the  Wigan  Infirmary. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  ll.,  Pneumonia  and  Heart 
Disease  were  the  greatest  contributors,  whilst  accidents  occasioned 
two  deaths. 

The  infantile  deaths  numbered  10,  an  exceedingly  small 
number,  and  largely  made  up  of  deaths  in  infants  prematurely 
born,  and  is  8  less  than  in  the  previous  year  ;  whilst  the  rate  54.9 
calculated  per  1,000  births,  is  the  smallest  fof  the  district  within 
my  recollection.  None  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  the  causes  which 
so  often  swell  the  number  of  infantile  fatalities,  viz..  Diarrhoea, 
Gastro-Eiiteritis,  and  Zymotic  Enteritis. 

Infectious  Disease. — These  show  an  increase  of  6,  being 
60 ;  Shevington  contributing  the  largest  number,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table.  The  largeness  of  the  number  is  from  the 
number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas,  which  were  12  in  number,  out  of 
a  total  of  18  cases  for  the  whole  district.  This  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  colliers  reside  in  the 
Shevington  district,  who  as  a  class  are  frequently  subject  to  slight 
abrasions,  which  are  not  treated,  and  consequently  often  become 
infected. 

None  of  the  townships  were  entirely  free  from  infectious 
disease,  but  Parbold  had  the  fewest,  viz.,  2  ;  Dalton  coming  next 
with  3  cases — all  of  Scarlet  Fever.  One  case  onlv  was  removed 
to  hospital  for  treatment — a  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  residing  in 
Haigh. 
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TABLE  III. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Sheving¬ 

ton. 

Wright-  Par- 
ington.  bold. 

Haigh. 

Worthing- 
Dalton.  ton. 

Total. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

5 

1  — 

1 

—  2 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

3 

1 

11 

3  2 

29 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1  — 

3 

—  — 

4 

Erysipelas 

12 

5 

1 

— 

—  — 

18 

26 

10 

2 

15 

3  4 

60 

TABLE  IV. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 


Scarlet  Fever  .  2 

Fiiiteric  Fever  .  2 

Diphtheria  . 1 

5 


Rate  per  1,000. 
0-28 
0-28 
0-14 

0-70 


This  rate  is  an  exceedingly  low  one,  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  when  14  deaths  were  due  to  zymotic  aSections, 
with  a  mortality  rate  of  2.02. 

Phthisis. — Six  deaths  were  due  to  this  affection,  and  three 
from  other  affections  of  a  tubercular  nature,  comparing  rather 
unfavourably  with  the  number  registered  from  this  cause  during 
the  previous  year,  viz.,  two.  Shevington  supplied  three  cases, 
Wrightington,  Parbold,  and  Dalton  one  each,  whilst  there  were 
none  in  Haigh  or  Worthington.  There  is  no  compulsory  notifi¬ 
cation  of  this  disease  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  patients 
under  the  Poor  Law. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — No  legal  steps 
were  necessary  under  this  Act. 

Drains,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disposal  of  the  townships 
under  the  Authority,  only  Haigh  and  a  portion  of  Worthington 
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sewage,  is  systematically  treated  by  outfall  works  below  Red  Rock, 
where  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  very  satisfactorily.  The  Council 
have  been  constantly  in  touch  with  the  Wigan  County  Borough 
Authorities,  with  so  far  satisfactory  result,  but  an  agreement  as 
to  terms  has  not  been  arrived  at,  so  that  the  old  order  of  things 
still  appertains,  viz.,  cesspools  and  drainage  into  ditches.  Most 
of  the  refuse,  disposal  is  by  privy  midden,  but  in  a  portion  of 
Wrightington  (Appley  Bridge)  there  are  a  number  of  pail  closets. 
The  refuse  after  collection  is  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land, 
no  distructor  being  provided. 

Cleansing  and  Scavenging. — The  district  is  divided  into 
sections,  and  each  section  let  by  yearl}^  contract,  the  various 
sections  being  advertised  in  the  local  newspapers,  and  the  letting 
being  by  tender.  It  appears  more  difficult  each  year  to  get  the 
farmers  to  take  this  work,  though  they  get  it  at  practically  their 
own  price.  It  is  generally  well  carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —  Nine  workshops  are  registered, 
the  number  being  made  up  by:  — 

2  Bleaching  and  Dyeing  Works 
1  Brewery 
1  Corn  Mill 
^  Bakeries 
1  Chemical  Works 
1  Linoleum  Works 

These  were  all  inspected,  and  were  all  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  except  in  two  slight  matters,  which  were  rectified. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — These  have  been 
inspected.  Two  were  found  unsatisfactory  from  lack  of  ventila¬ 
tion,  but  will  shortly  be  brought  up  to  the  standard. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — The  townships  of  Haigh  and  part  of 
Worthington  (Platt  Lane),  Hill  Dale  portion  of  Wrightington, 
Parbold,  and  Appley  Bridge  have  a  public  supply.  The  scheme 
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for  providing  the  Mossy  Lea  area  with  a  local  public  supply  is 
in  abeyance;  it  is  hoped,  however,  that  this  scheme  will  ultimately 
be  carried  out.  Dalton  is  without  a  public  supply,  but  there  is 
abundance  of  water  of  good  quality  from  deep  wells  and  springs. 

Nuisances. — Twentv-nine  notices  were  served  for  the  abate- 

t/ 

ment  of  nuisances ;  twenty-six  were  complied  with,  and  the  others 
receiving  the  Councirs  attention. 

The  nuisance  created  at  Crooke  by  the  deposit  of  town 
refuse,  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s  report,  has  not  recurred,  so 
that  no  legal  steps  have  been  necessary  in  this  direction,  nor  has 
any  portion  of  the  district  suffered  in  this  way.  No  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Crooke  district  after  the  cessation  of 
the  work  and  the  Council’s  action  to  prevent  ill  effects  from  it. 

The  nuisance  created  at  the  southerly  side  of  Crooke,  and 
which  formed  the  subject  of  a  representation  signed  by  several  of 
the  ratepayers,  and  forwarded  to  the  various  neighbouring 
authorities,  has  been  seriously  considered  on  several  occasions  by 
the  Council.  The  cause  is  ascribed  to  the  holding  back  of  the 
water  of  the  River  Douglas  at  the  sluices  at  Dean  Lock  by  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Co.  Whilst  this  may  be  to  some 
slight  extent  contributory,  the  main  cause  is  undoubtedly  the 
sinking  of  the  land  over  a  large  area  in  this  part,  due  to  the 
extensive  mining  operations  which  have  been  carried  on.  This 
being  so,  the  Council,  whilst  acknowledging  the  grounds  of  the 
complaint,  did  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

Disinfection. — This  is  by  fumigation  by  the  Council’s 
workmen,  and  is  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Three  in  the  district,  which  are 
inspected,  and  found  satisfactory. 

School  Closure. — This  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  one  case 
onljq  on  account  of  an  outbreak  in  Dalton,  the  schools  being  closed 
for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  from  April  12th  to  May  2nd,  on 
account  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Chicken-pox,  mostly  the 
latter  amongst  the  children. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  Division  No.  1,  Wigan  Rural 
District  Oouncil,  for  the  Year  1909. 


Twenty-two  notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  nineteen  of  which  have  been  complied  with,  and  three 
are  in  abeyance.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken. 

Only  one  case  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  x4cr.  has 
been  dealt  with,  viz.,  providing  an  additional  closet  at  the  Crooke 
Bakery,  where  both  sexes  are  employed. 

No  contravention  of  the  Acts  relating  to  overcrowded 
dwellings,  Food  and  Drugs,  or  Smoke  Nuisances  have  been  met 
with. 

Thirty-two  canal  boats  have  been  inspected,  providing 
accommodation  for  one  hundred  adult  persons,  and  occupied  by : 
Men,  32;  Women,  6;  Children,  0.  All  the  boats  have  been  found 
satisfactory,  both  as  regards  cleanliness,  painting,  and  repairs. 

WILLIAM  BIMSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Canal  Boats. 
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51,  Staiile}"  Road, 

x4spull,  20tli  February,  1910. 


Dr.  Wilson,  Medical  Officer  of  Hecdth,  Standish. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  1909.  Seven  notices 
have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  which  received 
due  attention.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  legal 
proceedings. 

The  workshops  were  found  to  be  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

No  infringements  were  found  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations 
respecting  Canal  Boats.  Thirty-five  boats  have  been  inspected, 
and  the  same  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  being  in  a  well  kept 
and  clean  condition. 

The  houses  where  infectious  or  contagious  disease  existed 
were  inspected,  and  same  have  been  fumigated  and  re-limewashed^  etc. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  G.  CLARK, 

Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Townships  Haigh  and  Worthington. 
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SHEVINGTON. 


Population,  Census  1901 

1763 

,,  Estimated,  July,  1909 

1906 

Acreage  of  Township 

1728  acres 

Density  of  Population 

0.91  per  acre 

Births — Males 

37 

Females 

27 

64 

Deaths — Males 

12 

Females 

21 

33 

Annual  Birth-rate 

33.47 

Annual  Death-rate 

17.30 

Zymotic  Deaths 

1 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ... 

0.52 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  year 

4 

Infantile  Deaths  per  1,000  births 

62.5 

Infectious  Diseases. — -Twenty-six  cases  were  notified,  five 
being  of  Diphtheria  and  Croup,  nine  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  twelve 
of  Erysipelas.  One  death  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Accidents. — One  death,  due  to  drowning. 

Zymotic  Enteritis,  Gastro  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea,  occasioned 
no  death. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  three  deaths. 


Housing  of  Woiiking  Classes. — No  action  was  taken. 
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Drainage,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disposal. — This  is  as  in 
other  districts,  and  seems  well  carried  out,  as  I  receive  few 
complaints. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  consist  of  one  Chemical 
Works  and  one  Bakery.  At  the  latter  one  additional  closet  was 
provided. 

Dairies. — Inspected  and  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. — Constant  and  good,  from  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Standish.  Has  been  no  interruption  of  supply  since 
provision  of  extra  storage  reservoir  by  Standish  Council. 

Slaughter  House. — One,  which  is  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Nuisances. — Three  were  found,  and  all  abated. 


WRIGHTINGTON. 


Population,  Census  1901 

,,  Estimated,  July,  1909 


1869 

2165 


Acreage  of  Township 
Density  of  Population 


3916  acres 
0.9  per  acre 


Births — Males 
Females 


22 

32 


54 


Deaths — Males 
Females 


8 

16 


24 


15 


Annual  Birth-rate 
Annual  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Deaths 


24-9 

11-08 


1 


Zymotic  Death-rate 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  year 

Infantile  Deaths  per  1,000  births 


0-46 

30 

55-0 


Infectious  Disease. — Ten  cases  were  notified,  one 
Diphtheria,  three  Scarlet  Fever,  one  Enteric  Fever,  five 
Erysipelas.  One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  ended  fatally. 

Diarrhoea,  Gastritis,  Gastro  Enteritis,  Zymotic  Enteritis. 
No  death  certified  as  due  to  any  of  these  conditions. 

Phthisis. — One  death  from  this  cause. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act. — No  action  necessary 
under  this  Act. 

Drainage,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disposal. — This  is  as  in 
the  other  townships,  except  that  in  a  portion  of  Appley  Bridge  the 
pail  system  is  in  use.  The  emptying  of  the  ashpits  and  prissy 
middens,  especially  in  the  districts  of  Mossy  Lea  and  Appley 
Bridge,  evokes  more  complaints  as  to  infrequenc}"  of  attention 
and  tardiness  of  removal  than  is  the  case  in  the  other  townships. 

Water  Supply. — Appley  Bridge  is  supplied  from  Upholland, 
and  Hill  Dale  from  Parbold;  the  remainder  of  the  district  de¬ 
pending  upon  springs  and  wells.  Mossy  Lea  is  still  without  a 
public  service,  on  account  of  some  difficulty  as  to  their  power  to 
supply  themselves.  It  is  hoped,  however,  this  may  be  got  over 
by  negotiations  with  the  Upholland  Authority. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  only  one.  This  is  well 
attended  to  generally. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Some  of  these  are  not  in  good 
condition  from  want  of  ventilation,  but  the  matter  is  receiving- 
constant  attention. 

Nuisances. — Ten  came  under  observation.  Of  these  seven 
were  remedied,  and  three  await  abatement. 
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HAIGH. 


Population,  Census  1901 

1161 

,,  Estimated,  July,  1909 

1590 

Acreage  of  Township 

2135  acres 

Density  of  Population 

...  F3  ner  acre 

Births — Males 

20 

Females 

16 

36 

Deaths — Males 

9 

Females 

4 

13 

Annual  Birth-rate 

22*64 

Annual  Death-rate 

8*17 

Zymotic  Deaths 

2 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1*26 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  year 

1*00 

Infantile  Deaths  per  1,000  births 

27*6 

Infectious  Disease,. — Fifteen 

cases  were  notified,  one  of 

Diphtheria,  three  of  Enteric  Fever,  eleven  of  Scarlet  Fever.  One 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever  proved  fatal.  One 
case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  removed  to  the  Wigan  Sanatorium. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  were  located  at  Pendlebury,  Red  Rock, 
Cut  Row,  and  Stone  Row. 

Accidental  Deaths  numbered  two,  one  being  due  to  a 
mining  accident,  and  one  to  drowning. 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  Gastro  Enteritis,  Zymotic  Enteritis 
did  not  give  rise  to  any  fatalities. 
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Phthisis  caused  no  deaths. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — No  action  became  necessary 
under  this  Act. 

Drainage,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disfosal  is  by  water- 
carriage,  and  dealt  with  at  the  outfall  works  situated  below  Red 
Rock,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Refuse  is  removed  by 
contract,  and  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land. 

Water  Supply  is  constant,  and  of  good  quality,  being 
supplied  by  neighbouring  Authority  of  Blackrod. 

Slaughter  Houses. — None  of  these,  or  Lodging  Houses. 

Nuisances. — Seven  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  were  complied  with  without  legal  action. 

Canal  Boats. — -Thirty-five  were  inspected,  and  found  in 
satisfactory  condition. 


PARBOLD. 


Population,  Census  1901 

,,  Estimated,  July,  1909 


579 


Acreage  of  Township 
Density  of  Population 


1159  acres 
D83  per  acre 


Births — Males 
Females 


3 

7 


10 


Deaths — Males 
Females 


7 

5 


12 


18 


Annual  Birth-rate 
Annual  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Deaths 


15-4 

18-5 


Zymotic  Death-rate 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  year  . 

Infantile  Deaths  per  1,000  births 


0 

0 

1 


100 


Infectious  Disease. — Two  cases  were  notified,  one  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  one  of  Erysipelas,  both  in  December ;  both  recovering. 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  Gastro  Enteritis,  Zymotic  Enteritis. 
No  deaths  from  these  causes. 

Phthisis. — One  death  was  due  to  this  affection. 

Ages  at  Death. — The  infantile  death  was  in  a  prematurely 
born  baby,  and  not  due  to  any  illness.  Of  the  others,  two  were 
adults  of  25  and  26  years.  Five  were  over  50,  three  over  70,  and 
one  over  80  years. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — This  is  good  and  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  small  industrial  population. 

Drainage,  Seay  age,  and  Sewage  Disposal. — This  is  by 
cesspools  and  drainage  into  watercourses.  The  refuse  is  removed 
by  contract,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  carried  out.  A  scheme  of  water-carriage 

for  sewerage  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  district. 

* 

Water  Supply  is  of  good  quality,  and  constant.  The  town¬ 
ship  also  supply  the  Hill  Dale  portion  of  Wrightington. 

Factories  and  Workshops  consist  of  one  flour  mill,  at 
present  only  used  for  storage  purposes,  and  two  bakeries.  These 
are  inspected,  and  found  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  House. — One  only,  clean  and  well  kept. 

Nuisances. — Two  were  reported,  and  were  abated  on  notice 
being  given. 


